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Proposed 2020-21 budget: 
$22,610,925

Adopted 2019-20 budget: 
$22,576,960

Spending change: 0.15% 

Proposed tax levy change: 2.49%

WHAT ELSE IS ON THE BALLOT?
Voters will elect two Board of Education 
candidates, one to a five-year term and one 
to a two-year term, which is the remainder 
of a seat vacated in 2019. The candidate for 
the five-year term is current board president 
Mark Brody. The candidate for the two-year 
seat is current board member Heidi Meka.

BUS LEASE PROPOSITION
The $52,425 proposition would allow the 
district to lease three 66-passenger school 
buses for five years. The funding for this 
proposition will come from the district’s Bus 
Replacement Reserve Fund and will have no 
tax impact.

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE
A proposition to continue the non-voting 
student representative position on the Board of 
Education. The ex-officio student member would 
attend and participate in all board meetings.
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Residents to decide by absentee ballot on a proposed 
$22.6 million budget; ballots due by 5 p.m. on June 9

Expenditures
 2019-20 2020-21 Percent
 Budget Proposed Budget Change
General Support $3,850,195 $3,793,450 -1.47%

Instruction $15,147,420 $14,514,278 -4.18%

Pupil Transportation $1,781,345 $1,817,497 2.03%

Debt Service $1,660,000 $2,265,700 36.49%

Interfund Transfers $38,000 $35,000 -7.90%

Capital Project Transfers/Outlay $100,000 $185,000 85.00%

TOTAL $22,576,960 $22,610,925 0.15%

Revenues
 2019-20 2020-21 Percent
 Budget Proposed Budget Change
State Aid  $12,109,601 $11,671,843 -3.61%

State Aid - Building Aid $1,751,063 $2,273,566 29.84%

Property Taxes $7,370,983 $7,554,520 2.49%

Fund Balance/Reserves $770,313 $550,996 -28.47%

Other $475,000 $475,000 0%

Capital Project Transfers $100,000 $85,000 -15.00%

TOTAL $22,576,960 $22,610,925 0.15%

Residents of the Canajoharie Central School District will vote by absentee ballot on the $22,610,925 
proposed budget for the 2020-21 school year. Ballots will be mailed to current residents who have 
voted on the budget within the last four years. Ballots must be returned by mail and received by 5 p.m. 
on Tuesday, June 9. (See page 2 for more voter information.)

The proposed budget represents a 0.15%, or $33,965, increase in spending. It proposes a property 
tax levy of 2.49%, which is below the district’s allowable limit as calculated under the state’s “tax cap” 
formula, and a full percentage point below last year. A simple majority (50 percent plus one vote) is 
needed for approval.

“The district strived to attain three goals: maintain and enhance programs for our students, keep the tax 
increase under the mandatory property tax levy cap, and preserve jobs to the greatest extent possible,” 
said Superintendent Dr. Nick Fitzgerald. “We are adding new courses in-district and, through distance 
learning, a specialized program to accommodate the needs of students previously placed out-of-
district, as well as possible after-school opportunities, barring any additional state aid reductions.”

If the budget is approved, the estimated annual tax increase would be $50.88, or $4.24 per month, for a 
home assessed at $100,000.

Voters will also elect two members to the Board of Education and decide on two other propositions. 
(See box at left.) For more information, visit www.canajoharieschools.org.
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Overall Budget Proposal Budget Adopted for the 
2019-20 School Year

Budget Proposed for 
the 2020-21 School Year

Contingency Budget for 
the 2020-21 School Year *

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $22,576,960 $22,610,925 $22,427,388

Increase/Decrease for the 2020-21 School Year $33,965 ($183,537)

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 0.15% (0.81%)

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.81%

A.  Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $7,370,983 $ 7,554,520

B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0

C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $0 $0

D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $0 $0

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C – D) $7,370,983 $ 7,554,520 $7,370,983

F.  Total Permissible Exclusions $0 $0

G.  School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $7,373,448 $7,561,438

H.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D)

$7,370,983 $7,554,520

I.  Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval – 
See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) **

$2,465 $6,918

Administrative Component $2,052,946 $1,928,791 $1,899,291

Program Component $16,728,305 $16,514,434 $16,415,397

Capital Component $3,795,709 $4,167,700 $4,112,700

*In compliance with the state’s tax levy limit law, the school district’s contingency budget for the 2020-21 school year is based on subtracting $183,537 from 
the budget, and would place restrictions on certain expenses.

**List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total 
Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational 
or transportation services propositions are not eligible for 
exclusion and may affect voter approval requirements.)

Description Amount

Lease of three 66-passenger school buses $52,425

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2020-21 by qualified voters of the Canajoharie Central School District, Montgomery County, NY, will be held entirely by absentee ballot on 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020. All absentee ballots must be received by 5 p.m. June 9, 2020 in order to be counted.

1 The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

Under the Budget Proposed for the 2020-21 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1 $580

Ballots due by June 9

Budget Vote
To vote, an individual must be at 
least 18 years old, a U.S. citizen and 
a resident of the district for at least 
30 days prior to the vote.

Absentee ballots will be mailed to 
all residents who have voted in at 
least one of the last four elections. 
If a resident does not receive an 
absentee ballot by May 28, please 
call 518-673-6302 or email Andrea 
Muhlebeck, District Clerk at  
andrea.muhlebeck@canjo.org to 
obtain an application. Ballots must 
be returned by mail and received 
by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9.

VALUES GOALS MISSION

While the nation faces this 
unprecedented pandemic, and 
many are sheltering in their 
homes, the district has remained 
committed to bringing students a 
quality breakfast and lunch each 
school day. Teamwork among 
kitchen workers, custodial staff, 
transportation, and other school 
staff has made it possible to send 
out 4,300 meals each week.
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