
CANAJOHARIE
CENTRAL SCHOOLS
CANAJOHARIE, NEW YORK 13317

August 30, 2021

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Hello, I hope everyone is enjoying their summer thus far!  This letter is in regard to the 2021-22 school year
and the opening plan.  As you know we are still in a pandemic and we have recently received information
from the NYS Department of Health  relating to the guidelines for the school year. Below is detailed
information on the plan. Your respective school will also send out a letter detailing specific school
information.   There is also a copy of the presentation given last week on the website with additional detail.
The information below is a summary.

Opening Day and Hours:
The opening day of school will be Wednesday, September 8. Specific information will be coming from your
respective schools on certain grade level details. The hours of school will be 7:50 am to 3:00 pm; the original
hours from 2019-20 and previous years. Doors will not open until 7:30 am each day.  Please check the district
website a few times a week for any news and updates.

Masks and Social Distancing:
Masks are required, per the state mandate as of 8/27/21. Anyone inside a school facility must wear a mask.
We will have masks available if needed. As we have stated on numerous occasions, this is a very fluid
situation and can change at any time per the department of health and/or state. We will be at a minimum
of 3 feet of social distancing and 6 feet where we can. We will continue to follow proper hygiene and hand
washing and have hand sanitizer in classrooms and certain locations in the hallways.  This is a major reason
why we were able to keep the transmission and overall illness at a very low rate last year.  Masks are also
required on all school transportation, as this is a federal requirement at this time.

Quarantine:
Quarantine is 10 days from the day a person has been exposed to a positive case. If someone is within 6 feet
of a positive case they will have to quarantine at that time. If someone is vaccinated and is exposed they do
not have to quarantine unless they are having symptoms. Getting vaccinated will help decrease cases and
quarantines.  A quarantined individual may return earlier than the 10 days if they produce a negative
COVID-19 test after 3-5 days of the start of the quarantine.

Screening:
We expect all parents/guardians to assess their child(ren) at home each day. If your child(ren) has any cold
or flu symptoms please keep your child home. If they come into school and are sent to the office due to
symptoms we will be sending them home immediately. If your child(ren) is out for 2 or more days due to
illness, they will be required to be cleared by their primary physician to return.  We will be doing sample
screenings each week as well.  If your child has symptoms longer than 24 hours, please see your physician.
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Athletics and Extracurricular Activities:
At this point there will be extracurricular activities and athletics.   There will be random testing for all high
risk sports (ex. football and volleyball in the fall). We will test 10% of the athletes who participate in high
risk sports each week and must participate in that random testing process in order to play the sport. If a
student is vaccinated and shows proof of that vaccination, they do not have to test.   Masks are required for
all spectators inside and are optional when outside.

School Visitors:
We are encouraging all visitors to either call, email or Google Meet with faculty, staff and administration.
We will try to lessen the number of people in the buildings just as we did last year.   If you do have to come
in for a meeting or to drop something off, please wear a mask and sign in at the main office.   If no masks
are required at the time we will let you know.   Masks are also required for all functions that are inside the
schools.  Masks are not required for outside functions that take place on school grounds.

I would like to say again, this is a very fluid situation. Just as last year, things can change at any time and we
will adjust accordingly per the department of health guidelines.  We need our students back in school and
will have full in-person instruction.  There was a survey sent out in June that resulted in 98% of the
responses indicating a desire for full in-person instruction. With that result we are ensuring we have our
students back to school daily.  If your child is out due to illness it is expected that they make up the work
when they return.  If a student is out due to quarantine we will provide an option for that child that will
include tutoring and other options.

I implore you to check the website a few times a week to check on any updates or changes.   Our detailed
opening plan will be on the website by September 1 if you would like additional information.  If you have
any questions please email covid19qanda@canjo.org .   I know we will move forward as a district and
community, just as we did last year and give our students as many opportunities as we can.  Thank you!

Regards,

Dr. Nick Fitzgerald
Superintendent of Schools
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